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investing for the future
NORTHWEST TRANSMISSION LINE (NTL) PROJECT
The Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) Project is designed to provide an
interconnection point for future industrial development and clean power
projects in Northwest B.C. Historically, much of northwestern British
Columbia has lacked this reliable, long-term electricity infrastructure, yet
the region holds the potential to deliver major economic benefits through
responsible industrial development. The area is also positioned to provide
a secure interconnection point for future clean generation projects. Longterm access to safe, reliable, and clean electricity is the backbone of B.C.’s
growing economy.
At present, BC Hydro’s high-voltage electricity transmission grid does not
extend beyond Meziadin Junction to the north and Stewart to the west. The
lack of electrical grid power in the area is viewed by many as a barrier to
economic growth.

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
The Northwest Transmission Line will be a new 287 kilovolt transmission
line starting from Skeena Substation (see map on reverse) that will run
approximately 344 kilometres north to a new substation near Bob Quinn
Lake. It will be designed and built by a contractor.
The majority of project costs will be recovered through contributions from
third parties including a clean energy project of AltaGas and an investment
from the Government of Canada’s Green Infrastructure Fund.

BENEFITS AND OPPORTUNITIES
NTL is expected to provide a catalyst for a number of economic opportunities
that will benefit the region and communities. BC Hydro is negotiating direct
award contracts with qualified Aboriginal contractors for right of way clearing
and access road construction. In addition to contributing to the economic
development needs of the region, NTL will also assist certain northwest
communities to access the electricity grid, rather than obtaining their power
from diesel generators. The proposed NTL route has been selected to avoid
environmental impacts and minimize disruption to the local habitats.

ABOUT BC HYDRO
For 50 years, BC Hydro has been providing clean, reliable electricity to our
customers. Today we are planning for the next 50 years by investing in new
projects, upgrading existing facilities and working with our customers to
conserve energy through Power Smart.
Learn more at bchydro.com/regeneration50.
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Quick facts
• The NTL received an Environmental
Assessment Certificate on February
23, 2011 and federal environmental
approval May 6, 2011
• Impact benefit agreements signed
with Nisga’a Nation and 7 of 8 First
Nations
• Design build contract awarded in
August 2011 to the team of Valard
Construction and Burns & McDonnell
• Project office located in Terrace
• Construction start (right of way
clearing and access road building)
scheduled for December 2011
• The NTL is scheduled to be in service
Spring 2014
• Estimated cost of the project is
$364–$525 million
• It is expected that NTL will create
up to 280 direct jobs per year of
construction
• At 344 km, NTL is the longest new
transmission line in BC Hydro’s
capital plan
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