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Completed since June 30: 

• Wooden penstocks completely removed, along with 

removal of contaminated soils from the corridor; 

• Original generating station demolished with site 

flattened and prepared for new lookout site; 

• Two of the three surge towers were felled, then cut up 

and removed for steel recycling; 

• Surge tower site remediated, with office trailers 

removed, site levelled and prepared for revegetation;  

Decommissioning  Status 

• New trail designed and construction underway to 

reconnect Canyon View Trail loop; and  

• New public river put-in improvements – rock pad design 

and installation for kayaks, canoes and river rafts only. 

 

October to November: 

• Laydown areas demobilized and remediated; 

• Planting throughout the construction corridor; 

• Canyon View Trail loop reinstated by the river, including 

viewing area at the old generating station site; and 

• Final clean up at old Campbellton School site. 

 

 
July photo of the removal of the old powerhouse building beside the Campbell River. 
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Old John Hart Project Site Map – Planned 

Decommissioning Works 

Steel penstock removal. Woodstave penstock removal. 

Two of three surge towers to be removed. 

Powerhouse removal to ground level. 

Water intake plugged. 

Contaminated soils removal. 
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A July upstream view showing the removed 

powerhouse building and steel penstocks . 
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Inset photo shows the last 

piece of the powerhouse 

building to be removed.  
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Final preparations on July 12 for the 

blast to fell the first of two surge towers.  
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The sequence of the tower felling. 
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The successful landing of the surge tower. 
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View of the tower from the 

ground. It weighs about 600 tons. 
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Removal of the steel tower, to be 

recycled, and the concrete base works. 
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With the removal of the three large 

(3.66 m diameter) John Hart 

penstocks, an added benefit is better 

wildlife movement....like this little bear.  
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Final preparations on July 25 for the 

blast to fell the second surge tower.  
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View from our drone of the July 25, 9:24 am blast. 



15 



16 

Another successful landing of the surge tower. 
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Comprehensive view of the site, including the 

removed old powerhouse at the bottom of the photo.  
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John Hart project contaminated soils, mainly from the 1.8 kilometre long penstock 

corridor,  were sent off of Vancouver Island by barge to an approved disposal facility. 
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The rough and loose treatment of the soils along the old penstock corridor, 

which includes woody debris placement, to allow corridor to naturalize and 

return to forest. Planting started in the fall to allow for better survivability. 
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View from the pedestrian crossing looking downstream. This is the rough and loose 

technique, using site soils that are sandy. Woody debris is also placed in various areas. 



21 

View from the pedestrian crossing 

looking upstream. Planting started in late 

September with the wetter weather. 
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The old steel section of the penstock 

corridor.  Planting is underway. 
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View from the river of the old powerhouse area and surge tower in the 

background. Inset photo shows a photo from the old powerhouse  of Pink 

Salmon holding in the old tailrace outlet pool. The Pinks generally hold in 

the Campbell River before moving up the Quinsam River to spawn. 
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Restoration work along the old steel penstock corridor. 
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The above photo was added to the media story. This shows 

the approximate lookout area (highlighted) from the hill above. 
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Canyon View Trail design and lookout 

from the old powerhouse area. 

The new trail route, highlighted by the red lines, will go 

through a fenced area to separate the public area from the 

operational area. A set of stairs, similar to BC Parks design 

and as shown on the top right inset diagram, will go up the 

slope. The trail will then angle up the slope to connect to 

the existing Canyon View Trail. 

A new lookout area, shown with 

the blue lines, will feature 

interpretive panels, two First 

Nation totems, and have some 

benches.    

 

We hope to have the new trail 

and lookout area open in late-

October or early-November. 

 

The temporary Station View 

Trail, in place from 2013 to 2019, 

has been permanently closed for 

restoration work. 



View of the Campbell River from the old 

powerhouse area. This will be one of the 

vantages from the new public lookout.  
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Before: The view of the former commercial river raft put-in that is being made into a broader navigation control watercraft (river 

rafts, kayaks,  and canoes) put-in only.  The inset photo shows the after view with the flat rocks in place for access and safety.  It 

is planned to open around late October.  
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The sirens system tests on September 17 went well and the new siren system is now fully commissioned. 



Thank you for following along. 

The John Hart Generating Station 

Replacement Project, from 2014 to the end of 

August 2019, has achieved 3.7 million person 

hours of work without a lost time incident. We 

are all very proud of this achievement. 


