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Completed since April 1: 

• Old John Hart powerhouse equipment removed, with 

generators removed and lower floors/voids filled with 

gravel;  

• John Hart generating station demolition underway;  

• All wood and steel penstocks removed with majority of 

contaminated soils removed; and 

• Since 2014, the project team has now surpassed 3.6 

million person hours of work without a lost-time 

incident. We are very proud of this achievement. 

July to September 2019 

• The two Surge Towers to be removed (one will remain 

in place after the project’s completion); 

• Old powerhouse removal completed with pad paved, 

fencing installed; 

• Contaminated soil removal completed (replanting to 

be done in October/November when rain is forecast); 

• Canyon View Trail loop reinstated near the river, and 

re-established river put-in opened to kayaks, canoes, 

and river rafts only; 

• Final paving for the aboveground areas, such as the 

road and parking lot beside the two tunnel portals; 

• Final clean up of site office at old Campbellton School 

site; and 

• Clean up, demobilization and site restoration of all 

construction areas. 

 

Decommissioning  Status 
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Old John Hart Project Site Map – Planned 

Decommissioning Works 

Steel penstock removal. Woodstave penstock removal. 

Two of three surge towers to be removed. 

Powerhouse removal to ground level. 

Water intake plugged. 

Contaminated soils removal. 
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On April 7, we had a drone fly the site to take some good aerial pictures. These next seven 

pages show the decommissioning work at the time. This picture view is from the John Hart 

Reservoir looking down the old penstock corridor to the surge towers below. 
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View up the old penstock corridor, with the 

penstocks removed, to the John Hart Reservoir. 
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From the top of the slope at top right, the penstocks 

transition to steel, with some showing removed and 

others cut in half during the removal process.  
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This view shows most of the 

steel penstock removed. 
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View of the old surge towers, 

penstocks and generating station. 
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Powerhouse view with all the rotors and stators removed. 
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View down one of the generator pits, 

with the top of a generator shaft shown. 
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With drone photos complete, we’ll show general 

site remediation photos since April. This one shows 

the removal of the three woodstave penstocks. 
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The final piece of woodstave penstock, as 

shown in the inset photo, was removed on 

April 30. The general picture is an earlier 

photo of the near full removal of the 

penstocks. 
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View from the pedestrian crossing looking 

upstream. Inset picture shows the before view. 
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Removal of some shallow hazardous waste soils (high 

creosote saturation) along the woodstave penstock corridor. 

All contaminated material is being properly disposed in 

Campbell River or beyond, such as for the hazardous soils. 
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View of the steel penstock removal. 
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An April view looking upstream 

at the steel penstock corridor. 
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A May view looking upstream at the penstock corridor. 
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A mid-June view of the steel penstocks removed and 

the anchor blocks being broken up. The inset Tweet 

shows our ongoing diligence for the environment. 
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Removal of the anchor blocks and steel penstocks downstream of the surge towers.  
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A neat angle of the 

three surge towers. 
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The shell of the old powerhouse once 

emptied. The levels below were filed 

with gravel so there are no voids.  
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In June, the removal of the walls of 

the old powerhouse building began. 
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A different vantage of the removal 

of the old powerhouse building. 
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View of the old powerhouse 

from the Canyon View Trail. 
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Upstream view of the old powerhouse and surge towers, with the 

new underground powerhouse tunnel to the right. The scaffolding 

and poly is in place to prevent debris from falling into the river. 
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BC Hydro Land To Be Provided To the Elk 

Falls Provincial Park 

Back in June 2012, BC Hydro submitted a Park Boundary Adjustment Application (PBA) to BC Parks on the removal of lands from 

the Elk Falls Provincial Park for the John Hart project. Hydro was granted a PBA and now in 2019, we are following through on our 

commitments such as the removal and remediation of the old parking lot, and to providing a net gain to the Park property. The 

above map shows the light brown areas that are BC Park’s lands to be provided to BC Hydro as part of the PBA, and the areas in 

green are BC Hydro lands to be provided BC Parks – an overall net gain in Park land area of about 3 hectares. In addition, BC 

Hydro will grant BC Parks a right of way for the trail from the new parking lot down to the Millennium Trail including a transfer of 

ownership of the pedestrian bridge crossing over the old penstock corridor. Any questions about the land transfer, which may take 

place in 2020, can be sent to steve.watson@bchydro.com.  

mailto:steve.watson@bchydro.com
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Some of the members of BC Hydro’s John Hart project team. 



Construction – Point Of Interest 

Each report, BC Hydro and InPower BC will provide a construction  

fact, occurrence, or situation. 

First Island Flow Split 

 

A key requirement for the project was to ensure that 

the new underground tunnel discharge outlet 

(tailrace) would retain the existing water flow split 

around First Island – the first Island downstream from 

the generating station’s outflow.  As an update: 

• To confirm that this has been achieved, as a 

follow up to the modelling done prior to project 

construction, flow testing was done at a full range 

of river flows;  

• The last test was completed the first week 

of June with the river flowing at a low 40 

cubic meters per second (m3/s); and 

• Flow measurements have been completed at 

110, 80 and 40 m3/s, and early results indicate 

that the flow split has remained similar to the old 

flows. This will be a success for the design and 

construction of the new discharge outlet from the 

new powerhouse. 

 

A May 2018 photo of the old powerhouse and the new 

tunnel outlet, with First Island shown downstream. 


