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Thank you and we look forward to seeing you in 2025 for Phase 2 of engagement on the draft 2025 Integrated 
Resource Plan. 

 

1. Question: In my planning, I think about the emissions factor of electricity and decarbonizing 
buildings, and the effects of the type of energy that gets imported in the province. Does this plan cover 
what type of electricity we are importing from the US and other provinces?  

Answer: There are two parts to answer this question: 

1. The Clean Energy Act requires us to be self-sufficient, meaning B.C. must be able to generate enough 
electricity in-province to meet its own needs, provided that water conditions are average or above-
average. In our planning, we consider if we have sufficient resources to meet customer demands 
throughout the planning horizon until 2050. We are not relying on external jurisdictions to supply power 
through energy trading. BC Hydro has been supplied by approximately 98% clean energy in recent 
times, but we will be required to get to 100% clean energy based on the recent changes to the Clean 
Energy Act. 

2. Powerex, BC Hydro’s marketer of wholesale energy products and services in western Canada and the 
western U.S., has voluntarily adopted a 100% clean energy trade standard for to ensure that its sales of 
clean energy are surplus to the needs of BC Hydro.1 
 
Action item: BC Hydro to provide a link to the 100% voluntary standard that Powerex is adhering to, 
which together with our planning for the domestic system means that you will be able to plan against 
the zero emissions factor. 

Response: The Powerex standard referenced above can be found here: 
https://powerex.com/environmental/clean-energy-trade-standard 

BC Hydro has adopted a similar service plan target standard, detailed on page 15 of the 2022/23 
Annual Service Plan Report: British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority 2022/23 Annual Service Plan 
Report (bchydro.com).  

In addition, BC Hydro’s total emissions can be found in our 2023 Climate Change Accountability 
Report: BC Hydro 2023 Climate Change Accountability Report (May 2024) 

2. Question: We often receive questions about expected grid impacts from electrification. Is a chart 
available that illustrates the proportion of projected electricity demand associated with different 
factors (electrification vs. density. vs. industrial usage, etc.)? 

Action Item: BC Hydro to provide a link to this information.  

 
1 This point has been edited for clarity. The previous response was as follows: That being said, we do trade with Alberta and the 
Pacific Northwest when it makes sense to do so. The revenue generated from these activities help to keep our rates low. Powerex, BC 
Hydro’s marketer of wholesale energy products and services in western Canada and the western U.S., has voluntarily adopted a 100% 
clean energy standard for all our imports, meaning that any electricity imported to British Columbia will be generated from clean 
sources. 

https://powerex.com/environmental/clean-energy-trade-standard
https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/BCHydro/customer-portal/documents/corporate/accountability-reports/financial-reports/annual-reports/2022-23-bc-hydro-annual-service-plan-report.pdf
https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/BCHydro/customer-portal/documents/corporate/accountability-reports/financial-reports/annual-reports/2022-23-bc-hydro-annual-service-plan-report.pdf
https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/BCHydro/customer-portal/documents/corporate/environment-sustainability/environmental-reports/2023-climate-change-accountability-report.pdf


Response: This information can be found in the 2021 IRP Signposts Update: doc_71932_b-39-bch-
signposts-update.pdf (bcuc.com) . 

 
3. Question: Is there a statistic or message that we could communicate on the expected impact of 
electrification vs industrial growth, for example? 

Action Item: BC Hydro to provide a link to this information.  

Response: This information can also be found in the 2021 IRP Signposts Update: doc_71932_b-39-
bch-signposts-update.pdf (bcuc.com).  

https://docs.bcuc.com/documents/proceedings/2023/doc_71932_b-39-bch-signposts-update.pdf
https://docs.bcuc.com/documents/proceedings/2023/doc_71932_b-39-bch-signposts-update.pdf
https://docs.bcuc.com/documents/proceedings/2023/doc_71932_b-39-bch-signposts-update.pdf
https://docs.bcuc.com/documents/proceedings/2023/doc_71932_b-39-bch-signposts-update.pdf

