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Network Upgrades 

 The First Nations Clean Energy Business Fund was not created to support 

Network Upgrades. If a project does not move forward than the fund is vulnerable 

to the same stranded asset risk that BC Hydro is. If a project is not developed then 

the fund claws the money back.  

 

Examining the Cluster Rule 

 The First Nations Clean Energy working Group is lobbying to allow these due to 

economies of scale. 

 The biggest impacts are transmission lines and planning needs to ensure that those 

impacts are kept to a minimum.  

 The Minister has ultimate discretion as to whether projects are approved or not. 

The Minister can direct BC Hydro to accept a project cluster 

 

Promoting First Nations Participation in the SOP 

 One attendee stated that their First Nation requires both a joint venture and impact 

benefits.   

 One suggestion was an option for First Nations to buy-into a project, but not a 

requirement that they do so. 

 IBA’s are required by lenders now. 

 Another participant stated that their First Nation has its own protocol on how to 

do business with government and other First Nations. The participant was only 

speaking on behalf of his own community as each community has a different 

protocol. 

 Another participant stated that their First Nation has an engagement policy that 

outlines the cost of doing business in their territory. How businesses conduct 

themselves at the negotiating table influence how long they are at the negotiating 

table. 

 Every creek has been staked so there is no opportunity.  Opportunity should be 

created.  If a potential proponent does not have an EPA, or is not advancing their 

project then they should not be able to hold on to their water licence. First Nations 

support is required for a project to move forward.  Developers should not be 

allowed to hold up a First Nation who is ready to develop a stream just because 

they hold the permit. 

 

First Nations Participation in Future Calls 

 BC Hydro should consider doing a First Nations only call like what has been done 

in a Quebec call for power where a percentage was set aside for First Nations 

 BC Hydro and government should work with First Nations to help them become 

self-sufficient and no longer rely on government money. 

 First Nations are caretakers of the land and practice their aboriginal rights. 

 Social impacts should also be considered including cutting government funding of 

housing and medical along with increased drug problems and crime. New sources 
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of funding need to be found. Clean Energy creates First Nations revenue to 

sustain these communities.   

 Saikuz wants to build capacity through projects. 

 First Nations, BC Hydro and government should work together. 

 The environment needs to be protected against climate change.  

 These new LNG projects and mines will need power.  

 Capacity funding needs to be examined, as well as funding for education and 

training and jobs for First Nations.  

 A follow-up meeting was requested to discuss the outcome of these workshops. 

The participant wanted to support other First Nations in protecting the 

environment and creating a stable economy. 

 One participant mentioned that his First Nation hosts a networking session that 

provides opportunities to partner with industry working in their traditional 

territory. This could be a model for other First Nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


