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1.0 Introduction  

BC Hydro is one of the largest electric utilities in Canada and has a long-standing commitment to provide 
reliable, affordable, and clean electricity throughout British Columbia. 
 
We generate and provide electricity to 95 per cent of British Columbia's population, serving approximately 
5 million people with a system that includes 31 hydroelectric facilities, 300 substations and approximately 
80,000 kilometers of transmission and distribution lines owned and operated by BC Hydro. In addition, BC 
Hydro has more than 130 electricity purchase agreements with independent power producers, which 
make up about 25% of our energy supply on the integrated system.  

BC Hydro produces an Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) that forecasts the scale and timing of new 
generation resources to meet the need for power for our customers. In the Updated 2021 IRP, we 
projected the need for new energy resources in the late 2020’s. This gave rise to the 2024 Call for Power 
which targeted energy resources that qualified as clean or renewable as defined under the Clean Energy 
Act. The Updated 2021 IRP also foresaw the potential need for new Capacity Resources later in the 
planning period - likely in the 2040s, but as early as 2030 under the most accelerated scenario. 

This Request for Expressions of Interest (“RFEOI”) represents an opportunity for industry stakeholders 
and First Nations to help inform the future of Capacity and/or Baseload Energy Resources in British 
Columbia. As part of our ongoing efforts to ensure a stable and resilient power supply into the future, BC 
Hydro is seeking RFEOI Responses from organizations with potential solutions capable of delivering 
reliable, and cost-effective Capacity and/or Baseload Energy Resource solutions.  

By launching an RFEOI now, we are taking a proactive approach to: 

1. Signal our future system needs – Giving the market an early indication that we may require 
capacity and/or baseload energy resources in the future. 
 

2. Gather market insights – Understanding what options are presently available and potentially 
viable before committing to a formal procurement process. 
 

3. Understand the reconciliation opportunity – Gaining an understanding of approaches the 
market is taking to ensure First Nations are partners in projects and receive meaningful benefits. 
 

4. Inform future procurement strategies – Using the information from the RFEOI to shape how 
we explore and engage with capacity and baseload energy opportunities in the future. 
 

5. Explore risk-sharing and co-ownership opportunities – Understanding pathways for attracting 
private investments while maintaining public ownership. 

This RFEOI is a critical step in ensuring we have the right resources in place to meet the Province’s 
growing electricity needs reliably and cost-effectively. 

 
 

https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/BCHydro/customer-portal/documents/corporate/regulatory-planning-documents/integrated-resource-plans/current-plan/integrated-resource-plan-2021.pdf
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2.0 Projects of Interest to BC Hydro 
 

BC Hydro is interested in Capacity and/or Baseload Energy Resources in British Columbia and that can 
connect to our integrated system. These are described below. 

Capacity Resources 

Capacity refers to the maximum dependable output of a generator at a given point in time under specified 
conditions, normally measured in megawatts (MW). BC Hydro has an interest in capacity that can be 
reliably supplied during system peak periods, considering equipment availability and any water or fuel 
constraints.  

BC Hydro’s system peak periods occur during extreme cold snaps, which typically can last two weeks1. 
Capacity Resources that are dispatchable and have fuel supply to provide generation for more hours in 
the day are more beneficial during these cold snaps. For example, a Capacity Resource that can provide 
continuous generation for 10 hours each day is more beneficial than a Capacity Resource that can 
provide 4 hours each day during the 2-week cold snap.   

Baseload Energy Resources 

Baseload Energy Resources provide a consistent and steady supply of electricity, operating for 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. To qualify as a Capacity Resource, Baseload Energy Resources must ensure 
adequate fuel supply and equipment availability during the winter season so they can meet Peak Demand 
while also generating energy year-round.  

Characteristics of Capacity and/or Baseload Energy Resources 

Capacity Resources and Baseload Energy Resources may have the following characteristics:  

• Unique Energy Sources: Offering unique or less common energy sources, characterized by their 
scale, complexity, or other features that pose distinct environmental or regulatory challenges. They 
may be Innovative Technologies, which are still in early development.  
 

• Custom Procurement Needs: Requiring customized procurement strategies to accommodate long-
term development timelines, substantial upfront investments, or the use of highly specialized 
technologies or infrastructure. This may also include a staged procurement process, where a small 
project with higher costs may serve to de-risk a subsequent later stage of development/procurement.  
 

• Grid Reliability Services: May offer other valuable grid services (e.g. voltage support or frequency 
control) in addition to capacity. 

 
Exclusions 

The following will not be considered as part of this RFEOI:  

• Nuclear resources 

 
1 During these periods, sustained peak loads can occur for up to 16 hours per day, six of the seven days a week. 
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• Projects currently under contract with BC Hydro 

3.0  How this RFEOI differs from Call for Power Request 
for Proposal (RFP) 
This RFEOI is intended to gather information on potential Capacity Resources and/or Baseload Energy 
Resources for the BC Hydro System, as well as on the expertise of Respondents and the potential 
solutions they can provide. It will help BC Hydro develop a deeper understanding of the current market 
landscape, including opportunities and potential barriers. Participation in this RFEOI is non-binding, 
and expressions of interest submitted do not create any commitment or obligation for either BC 
Hydro or Respondents. 

As further outlined in Section 3.0, this RFEOI is specifically focused on Capacity and/or Baseload Energy 
Resources.  

In contrast, a Call for Power RFP is a formal, competitive procurement process that leads to the selection 
of projects to be awarded an Electricity Purchase Agreement (EPA), a contract for the supply of energy. 
For example, the BC Hydro 2024 Call for Power RFP focused on Energy Resources, which is the total 
amount of electricity generated and consumed over time. 

Participation in this RFEOI does not preclude Respondents from taking part in future competitive RFP 
processes. If a Call for Power RFP is issued while this RFEOI remains open, interested parties are 
advised that this RFEOI and any subsequent RFP process are independent of the other and participation 
in one process will not qualify as participation in the other process.  

4.0 Expressions of Interest Process 

The following sections describe the process applicable to the RFEOI, including the schedule, registration, 
communication, submission requirements, submission review and follow-up.  

4.1 Schedule  

BC Hydro expects the RFEOI process will follow the schedule below. BC Hydro may modify this schedule 
at any time. Updates will be reflected on our webpage: www.bchydro.com/2025capacity. 

Event Dates 

RFEOI issued  June 4, 2025 

Online information session 

To attend this session, please register for email updates. 
You will receive a link to join the online meeting one day 
prior to the session date.  

June 10, 2025 at 10 a.m. 

Question Period June 10 to August 8, 2025 

http://www.bchydro.com/2025capacity
https://www.bchydro.com/work-with-us/selling-clean-energy/2025-rfeoi-capacity.html#register
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Answer Posting Period  Ongoing and up to August 22, 2025 

Response Deadline  September 8, 2025 at 11 a.m.  

Review responses 

BC Hydro may hold meetings with Respondents to obtain 
further project details during this time.  

Fall 2025  

Conclusion of RFEOI  Anticipated December 2025 

 

BC Hydro will use the information from the RFEOI to shape how we explore and engage on capacity and 
baseload energy opportunities in the future, including exploring risk-sharing and co-ownership 
opportunities. Further information on these next phases will be shared when determined.  

4.2 Website  

BC Hydro has established a website at www.bchydro.com/2025capacity that serves as the primary means 
of communication between BC Hydro and potential Respondents, including access to documents, forms, 
and questions and answers.  

For further information, please visit the website. 

4.3 Questions & Answers Process 

It is the Respondent’s responsibility to inform itself as to all aspects of the RFEOI requirements. During 
the Question Period, questions regarding the RFEOI may be submitted to the RFEOI Administrator at 
2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com. 

Responses to questions received through the question & answer process that are applicable to other 
Respondents will be posted on the RFEOI website. Respondent and project-specific information will be 
redacted.  

Respondents should submit their questions within the Question Period timeline. While BC Hydro will 
endeavour to provide timely responses to all relevant and appropriate inquiries, BC Hydro is not obligated 
to respond to all inquiries or to provide responses within a specific timeline. 

4.4 Submission Requirements  

To participate in this RFEOI, complete the following on or before the RFEOI Response Deadline (see 
Section 4.1 Schedule). 

○ RFEOI Questionnaire (Appendix A and fillable questionnaire template) 
○ Letter of Interest (Appendix B)  

Collectively, a Respondent’s completed questionnaire, and letter of interest (see Appendix A and B) 
received by the RFEOI Response Deadline shall constitute the Respondent’s RFEOI response (“RFEOI 

http://www.bchydro.com/2025capacity
http://www.bchydro.com/2025capacity
mailto:2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com
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Response”). RFEOI Responses should be submitted by emailing the RFEOI Administrator at 
2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com on or before the Response Deadline. For the latest version of all 
documents and forms, along with fillable templates, please visit www.bchydro.com/2025capacity. 

BC Hydro encourages Respondents to provide comprehensive information about their potential solutions, 
including technical specifications, potential for partnerships with First Nations and communities, project 
timelines, barriers, and potential economic, environmental and social impacts.  

In addition, as part of this RFEOI, we are interested in exploring various risk-sharing and partnership 
arrangements. We invite Respondents to share their innovative ideas on risk management and 
partnership structures. Please refer to Appendix A – RFEOI Questionnaire for the specific information we 
will be seeking. 

Responses received after the Response Deadline may not be reviewed under this RFEOI. However, late 
submissions will be kept on file and may be reviewed outside the RFEOI process and schedule.  

Responses should conform to the formal requirements set forth in the Appendices that are the basis for 
their RFEOI Response. 

4.5 BC Hydro Review of Responses & Optional Select Meetings  

Upon receiving and reviewing responses submitted, BC Hydro may, in its sole discretion, request further 
information or clarification in relation to an RFEOI Response, and may invite Respondent(s) to participate 
in confidential commercial meetings to better understand and discuss in detail, aspects of the potential 
project and how it can meet BC Hydro’s future needs.  

Respondents will not be obligated to participate in these meetings. BC Hydro will notify by email any 
Respondent invited to participate in a meeting. 

 

 5.0 Terms & Conditions  
The RFEOI and the expressions of interest received are non-binding, do not result in a commitment, and 
are not subject to filing with the British Columbia Utilities Commission.  

The RFEOI is a process by which BC Hydro can gather market insights and information about potential 
Capacity and/or Baseload Energy Resource projects.  

The RFEOI process does not commit BC Hydro to proceeding with any further procurement or 
commercial processes. Any future steps that result in binding commitments will be separate from this 
process and communicated by BC Hydro.  

5.1  Confidentiality 

Except as expressly stated in this RFEOI, documents and other records submitted by Respondents in any 
RFEOI Response, or in otherwise satisfying the requirements of this RFEOI process, will be considered 
confidential unless they have been expressly identified in writing by the Respondent as confidential. 

 

 

mailto:2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com
http://www.bchydro.com/2025capacity
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Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph: 

a) BC Hydro may disclose any information, documents and other records submitted by Respondents in 
Responses to this RFEOI, or in otherwise satisfying the requirements of this RFEOI process, whether 
or not expressly identified by the Respondent as confidential:  
 

i. in confidence to BC Hydro’s employees, consultants and advisors, who, in each case, need 
to know the applicable information; 

 
ii. to the Province of British Columbia, or any other governmental authority, as required or 

requested by such governmental authority; 
 

iii. to the British Columbia Utilities Commission to the extent that BC Hydro considers disclosure 
necessary or desirable to support its position in any regulatory proceeding or otherwise in 
order to fulfill its duties to the British Columbia Utilities Commission, the Province of British 
Columbia, any governmental authority or its customers; 

 
iv. as otherwise required by applicable law, including Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy Act; or 
 

v. as otherwise required by any judicial, regulatory or governmental order validly issued under 
applicable law; 
 

b) Any confidentiality obligation will not apply to any information contained in an RFEOI Response , or 
information otherwise supplied by a Respondent in satisfying the requirements of this RFEOI process, 
whether or not expressly identified by the Respondent as confidential, that: 
 

i. is or subsequently becomes available to the public; 
 

ii. is subsequently communicated to BC Hydro by an independent third party, which party did 
not receive such information directly or indirectly under obligations of confidentiality; 

 
iii. was rightfully in the possession of BC Hydro or was known to BC Hydro before disclosure by 

the Respondent and did not originate, directly or indirectly, from the Respondent; or 
 

iv. was developed independently by BC Hydro without the use of any documents or other 
records submitted by Respondents. 

 
 

6.0   Definitions & Abbreviations 
 

a) “Annual net energy generation in GWh”, means the total amount of electricity produced by a 
power generation facility over the span of one year, minus the electricity consumed by the facility itself 
during its operations. This figure represents the net energy delivered to the grid;  
 

b) “Answer Posting Period” is the timeframe during which BC Hydro provides responses to questions 
received during the Question Period; 
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c) “Baseload Energy Resources” has the meaning provided in Section 2.0; 
 

d) “BC Hydro” means British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority; 
 

e) “Capacity Resources” has the meaning provided for at Section 2.0; 
 

f) “Clean Energy Act” means the Provincial legislation that sets the foundation for electricity self-
sufficiency, energy efficiency, and reduced greenhouse gas emissions for the utility sector. The Act 
also sets out the consideration of investments in electricity generation from clean or renewable 
resources across the Province; 
 

g) “Energy Resources” means the amount of electricity produced or used over a period of time, usually 
measured in kilowatt hours (kWh), megawatt hours (MWh) and gigawatt hours (GWh); 
 

h) “Gigawatt hour (GWh)” means a unit of electrical energy used to describe the total amount of 
electricity used over time. One GWh is equivalent to one billion watts of energy produced or 
consumed in one hour; 
 

i) “Innovative Technology” refers to new or advanced technologies that are still in the development or 
early deployment stage. These technologies often introduce novel approaches or improvements. 
They may carry higher risks and uncertainties due to limited operational experience; 
 

j) “Integrated Resource Plan” has the meaning provided in Section 1.0; 
 

k) “Megawatt (MW)” means a unit of electrical power equal to one million watts; 
 

l) “Nameplate Capacity” mean the maximum continuous output of a facility, such as a power plant, 
expressed in megawatts (MW) or another unit of power. It represents the optimal energy production 
capability of the facility under ideal conditions. 
 

m) “Peak Demand” means the highest electrical power demand on a power system in a specified period 
of time, and is further defined in Section 2.0; 
 

n) “Question Period” is the designated timeframe provided in Section 4.1 Schedule, during which 
potential Respondents can submit inquiries regarding the RFEOI; 
 

o) “Respondent” means a person, entity or First Nation responding to this RFEOI; 
 

p) “RFEOI” means this Request for Expressions of Interest;  
 

q) “RFEOI Response” means a response submitted according to the process outlined in Section 4.0 of 
the RFEOI by a Respondent; 
 

r) “Response Deadline” means the date so indicated under the schedule in Section 4.1 of the RFEOI;  
 

s) “RFEOI Website” means the website www.bchydro.com/2025capacity where all RFEOI documents 
relating to this RFEOI will be posted.  

http://www.bchydro.com/2025capacity
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Appendix A: RFEOI Questionnaire  
Respondents are requested to submit responses to the RFEOI Questionnaire as part of their RFEOI 
Response.  

Please use the fillable Appendix A Questionnaire Template available at www.bchydro.com/2025capacity 
and submit it to the RFEOI Administrator at 2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com by the Response 
Deadline, along with the Letter of Interest (refer to Appendix B). 

If there are multiple projects, use a separate form for each project.  

• Information provided by applicants is non-binding. Estimates and ranges are acceptable, 
but information should reflect the best available information as of the submission date.  
 

• BC Hydro understands that some sections of the Questionnaire Template may not be fully 
completed at the time of submission and responses may vary. Please provide the best 
available information you have at this time. Approximations and estimates may be 
provided as needed.  
 

• Do not leave sections blank – use None or Not Applicable (N/A), as appropriate. 

For further information on the RFEOI process, please see Section 4.0 of the RFEOI.  

 

  

http://www.bchydro.com/2025capacity
mailto:2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com
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Appendix B: Letter of Interest - Template 
Respondents are requested to submit a Letter of Interest, along with their responses to the questions 
posed in Appendix B, by the RFEOI Response Deadline to the RFEOI Administrator at 
2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com.  

The template Letter of Interest may be amended as necessary but should address the following content 
and be signed by a senior officer of the company duly authorized to make the RFEOI Response. 

Information provided by Respondents is non-binding but is expected to reflect the best available 
information as of the date of RFEOI Response.  

The RFEOI process does not commit BC Hydro to proceeding with any further procurement or 
other commercial processes. Any future steps that may result in binding commitments will be 
separate from this process and communicated by BC Hydro.  

For further information on the RFEOI process, please see Section 4.0 of the RFEOI.  

 

Template: Letter of Interest  

Dear Sir / Madam:  

Re: RFEOI for Capacity Letter of Interest  

This letter, along with the attached completed Appendix A, RFEOI Questionnaire and any attachments, 
forms our RFEOI Response and serve as an indication of [company name’s] intention to share 
information on projects related to Capacity and/or Baseload Energy Resources with BC Hydro. 

By submitting an RFEOI Response, the undersigned signatory(ies) on behalf of the Respondent confirms:  

1. the information provided in our RFEOI Response is, to the best of my/our knowledge, complete 
and accurate;  

2. that I/we agree and acknowledge that BC Hydro will not, under any circumstances, including 
pursuant to contract, tort, statutory duty, law, equity or otherwise, or any actual or implied duty of 
fairness, be responsible or liable for any costs, expenses, loss of opportunities, claims, losses, 
damages or any other liabilities to anyone, including to any Respondent, arising out of or related 
to any matter whatsoever associated with this RFEOI including the following: the preparation of 
this RFEOI Response; attendance at any confidential commercial meeting; the preparation, 
acceptance or rejection of any RFEOI Response; or the amendment, termination, or suspension 
of this RFEOI; 

3. that I/we agree to be bound by Section 5.1 of the RFEOI, including to allow BC Hydro to without 
limitation release information from this RFEOI Response to its shareholder, the Province of British 
Columbia and potentially use such information in BC Hydro's Integrated Resource Plan or other 
long-term resource planning activities;  

4. that this RFEOI Response becomes the property of BC Hydro and will not be returned to the 
Respondent except as BC Hydro, in its discretion, may decide; 

5. that I/we agree that this RFEOI does not constitute an offer of any kind whatsoever by BC Hydro. 
Nothing in the RFEOI or this RFEOI Response will be interpreted as committing BC Hydro in any 
way to proceed with any further procurement process, commercial process, or award any 
electricity purchase agreements or other commercial agreements of any kind whatsoever; and 

mailto:2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com
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6. I/we is/are solely responsible for all costs and expenses incurred in preparing and submitting this 
RFEOI Response and for participating in this RFEOI process, including for any meetings, due 
diligence, discussions, or any other matter whatsoever. 

We commit to notifying BC Hydro about any decisions to delay or discontinue development of the 
project(s) noted in our RFEOI Response and any material changes in the corresponding requirements at 
2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com as soon as is reasonably possible.  

Name 

Title 

Signature  

Date  

 

mailto:2025RFEOI_Capacity@bchydro.com

	2.0 Projects of Interest to BC Hydro

