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PURPOSE

These are instructions for the completion of the First Nations Consultation and Economic Participation document which each Proponent should submit as part of its Proposal. The First Nations Consultation and Economic Participation document should contain information concerning the First Nations Consultation and First Nations Economic Participation related to the Proposal, which BC Hydro will utilize to complete the evaluation of the proposed Project.

Words and phrases used in this document and defined in the RFP and/or the Specimen EPA have the meanings given in the RFP and/or Specimen EPA.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

(a) The First Nations Consultation and Economic Participation document should be organized to follow the numbering system and the headings set out in these instructions.  If a particular heading is inapplicable, retain the number and heading and insert “Not applicable”.

(b) If an instruction calls for the submission of applications, reports, agreements, plans, schedules, resumes, studies or other documents, those documents should be referenced in the text as an Exhibit.  Exhibits should be numbered sequentially and tabbed at the end of the document.  

(c) Certain information should be provided using the content and format prescribed in the Forms.

(d) The First Nations Consultation and Economic Participation document should include a Table of Contents with page numbering references, following the numbering system and headings in these instructions, and include a listing of Exhibits.

(e) Do not attach general corporate brochures or other promotional material of a general nature to this prescribed document.

(f) It is strongly recommended that a Proponent be fully responsive to each instruction and provide fulsome information and data to support BC Hydro’s evaluation of Proposals, as applicable to the Proponent and its Project.  If a Proponent is in any doubt as to the requirements contained in these instructions, it should seek clarification using the Q&A process provided in the RFP prior to submitting a Proposal.

1. Consultation with First Nations

Provide description of the engagement and consultation activities with First Nations that it has undertaken as part of Proposal development. 

Proponents are expected to consult with all First Nations potentially impacted by the Project. Provide a description of the engagement and consultation activities with First Nations that have been undertaken as part of its Proposal development.

In determining whether a Proponent has adequately carried out the procedural aspects of consultation, BC Hydro reviews the following information:

(a) How the Proponent determined which First Nation(s) to consult.
(b) Whether any of the Nations consulted are (i) Treaty First Nations or (ii) have section 7 consent agreements with the B.C. government. 
(c) A chronology of meetings and other communications with each First Nation and any actions relating to the consultation.
(d) The dates when any information about the Project was provided to authorized representatives of each First Nation and a description of the information provided.
(e) What arrangements or plans the Proponent has made to provide First Nations with capacity funding during the consultation process, including any permitting processes. 
(f) A description of any potential Project impacts on First Nations’ Aboriginal rights and title or treaty rights (specify how each impact was identified - e.g. by the First Nation(s) or by some other means).
(g) How each potential Project impact on First Nations Aboriginal rights and title or treaty rights has been addressed, a description of how these actions incorporated feedback from the First Nation(s), and an explanation where an identified potential impact on Aboriginal rights and title or treaty rights has not been addressed.
(h) Whether other Crown permitting agencies have been involved in consulting with the First Nation(s) in respect of the Project and if so, outline any information or direction they have provided to the Proponent in respect of consultation with First Nation.
(i) Whether any permits, licenses, tenures or other approvals have been delayed or been rejected due to reasons related to First Nations consultation.
(j) A description of any agreements with First Nations and the date each agreement was executed by the parties.

(k) Attach copies of any documents that substantiate the Proponent’s consultation activities which may include the following:

(i) Copies of any record, log or chronology of ongoing communications with First Nations;

(ii) Copies of any written information provided to First Nations concerning the Project;

(iii) Copies of all written correspondence with First Nations;

(iv) Copies of all agreements with First Nations (commercially sensitive information may be redacted);

(v) Copies of any documents from other Crown agencies provided to the Proponent and relating to the consultation with First Nations about the Project; and

(vi) Any other materials substantiating the scope, progress, or status of the Proponent’s consultation activities.

If BC Hydro has concerns about the consultation information provided by the Proponent, BC Hydro may seek additional clarifying information from the Proponent and/or First Nations.
2. Evidence of First Nations Economic Participation

Provide evidence of First Nations Equity Ownership in the Project and attach as an Exhibit. The template letter is provided in Form 4 – Evidence of First Nations Economic Participation.
3. First Nations Non-Equity Economic Benefits Letter (Optional)

Optional submission to be included in an Exhibit. The template letter is provided in Form 5 – First Nations Economic Benefits Letter.
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