
2025 Call for Power

M AY 2 9  &  J U N E  5 ,  2025

First Nations Information Session



• Background information

• Recap of 2024 Call for Power 

engagement and results 

• Economic Participation Model

• Consultation

• Risk assessment

• 2025 Call for Power parameters

• Proposal evaluation

• Interconnections

• Timeline

Information Session Topics
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Background: What is a Call for Power?

A Call for Power is a competitive procurement process to buy 

clean power from independent power producers
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• An important part of the Province's Clean Power Action Plan

• Our demand for power in B.C. continues to increase due to 

population growth and electrification of industry

• Investment in clean energy projects grows our economy, strengthens 

our energy security and advances climate action

Why another Call for Power?

Our need for electricity continues to grow and supporting our economy is a top priority
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• An Electricity Purchase Agreement (EPA) is a contract between BC Hydro and an Independent 

Power Producer (IPP) for the purchase and sale of electricity. 

• The agreement outlines the terms under which electricity will be sold, including the price, quantity, 

delivery schedule, and duration of the contract.

• EPA is an important agreement that supports the IPP to obtain financing required to continue to 

further develop its energy project.

• An EPA doesn't mean BC Hydro has approved the project to proceed – the project still requires 

Crown permits and the EPA still requires BCUC review.  

• Crown permitting agencies and the BCUC must still determine that consultation is adequate.

• BC Hydro delegates the procedural elements of consultation with First Nations to the IPP, then BC 

Hydro determines if consultation with First Nations provides sufficient support for a BC Hydro 

decision to award an EPA.

What is an EPA?

Long-term contract for the supply of electricity
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** Examples shown. Specific opportunities for consultation will be determined through BC Energy Regulator process and processes of relevant federal ministries. 

All renewable energy projects will require:

• Activity permit

Renewable energy projects may also require:

• Crown land tenure

• Change approval and/or notification 

• Water licence and/or short-term use of water 

approval

• Fish collection permit

• Salvage permit

• Waste discharge authorization

• Special use permit and/or road use permit

• Conditional registration reserve

• Park use permit and/or resource use permit

• Highways access permit

• Utility crossing permit

• Heritage site alteration permit

• Agricultural land reserve exclusion

Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada

Transport Canada

Indigenous Services Canada

Parks Canada

Environment and Climate 

Change Canada

Renewable energy projects may require:

• Request for Project Review

• Fisheries Act authorization

• Navigable waters approval

• Aeronautical obstruction clearance

• Species at Risk Act permit

• Migratory Birds Convention Act permit

Pre-

Construction
Construction

Leave to 

Construct

Opportunities for consultation**

• Provincial Crown duty to consult

• Consultation with Indigenous communities

• Consultation and notification process 

(landowners and rights holders)

• Information sharing and discussions

Opportunities for consultation**

• Federal Crown duty to consult

• Consultation with Indigenous communities

• Information sharing and discussions

Project-Dependent

Permits 

Issued

Permits 

Issued

Consultation 

on EPA

One-Window

Renewable Energy Projects (Streamlined Permitting) Act

Anticipate technical regulations related to:

• Pre-consultation requirements

• Incorporation of Indigenous knowledge into project planning

• Assessment of socio-cultural and environmental effects

Opportunities to co-develop measures to address concerns

Technical support to First Nations land departments

What happens after an EPA?
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First Nations Engagement on 2024 Call for Power

○ June to December 2023: Extensive engagement

○ January to March 2024: Call design
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10 projects received Electricity Purchase Agreements:

• 9 wind, 1 solar

• Smallest project: 94 MW, largest: 200 MW

• 8 with 51% ownership, one 49%, one 50%

• $2.5 - 3 billion in First Nations equity ownership

2024 Call for Power results
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• First Nations Equity Ownership: Minimum 25% First Nations equity ownership – eligibility 

requirement

• Additional First Nations Equity Ownership – evaluation credit

• Other First Nations Economic Benefits – evaluation credit

First Nations Economic Participation Model

Designed through engagement with First Nations

Minimum 25% equity

(required)

Additional equity 

(credit)

Other benefits 

(credit)
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Component Summary of Contents

Eligibility 

Requirement

• One or more First Nation(s) in whose territory the project is located, hold a minimum 25% of 

equity ownership in the entity owning and controlling the generating assets.

• Proposals that do not provide confirmation of a minimum 25% First Nations equity ownership 

are disqualified from the Call for Power.

Evaluation 

Criterion 

Additional Equity Ownership: A proposal will be given credit in the evaluation for additional First 

Nations equity ownership beyond the 25% minimum eligibility requirement up to 51%. Maximum 

credit of $4 per megawatt-hour distributed as follows:

• 26% up to 49% receive 12.5 cents/MWh per additional percentage point 

• 50% receives an additional 40 cents/MWh 

• 51% receives an additional 60 cents/MWh 

Evaluation 

Criterion

Other Economic Benefits: A proposal will receive a $1 per megawatt-hour credit in the 

evaluation if it is supported by a letter from one or more First Nations in whose territory the project 

is located, who are not equity owners of the proposed project, confirming that additional economic 

benefits, other than equity ownership, have been, or are to be, received.

First Nations Economic Participation Model - 2024
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• First Nations equity ownership must be held for a minimum of 3 years 

following commercial operation of the project.

• Evidence of equity ownership must be provided on the Commercial 

Operation Date (COD) and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd anniversaries of the COD. 

• Penalties in place to address the scenario if the level of First Nations equity 

falls below the amount that is specified when the bid is submitted before the 

end of the holding period. 
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More details about the equity ownership requirement 



Lessons Learned: First Nations
Theme What we observed in proposal 

evaluation

What we heard through 

engagement

How we are responding

Economic 

participation 

model

• 8/10 successful projects were FN 

majority-owned, each owner was 

individual Nation

• Many proposals did not identify 

First Nations who were receiving 

“non-equity” benefits from the 

project

First Nations equity ownership 

outcomes were largely a success

• Keep a First Nations equity 

requirement in the 2025 Call

• Engage with First Nations on how 

to make targeted improvements to 

the model

Consultation 

assessment

BC Hydro had to follow up with 

Proponents to address consultation 

shortfalls in several proposals

Quality of proponent’s initial 

consultation could be improved

Engage with First Nations to make 

changes to instructions in RFP and 

host a workshop for proponents on 

expectations for adequate 

consultation

Financial 

support

CIB funding enabled majority 

ownership in most projects

First Nations require access to capital 

for equity investments

Continue to work with CIB and the 

Province on options

Capacity 

support
n/a

Need for capacity support to enable 

First Nations negotiations with IPPs 

and an understanding of energy 

resources in their territory

Work with FNEMC, CEBC, the 

Province and others to explore 

options to support First Nations
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• Do you have any general feedback on the First Nations Economic Participation 

model?

• Do you have any feedback on the equity component of the model, i.e., minimum 

requirement % and evaluation credit for additional %?

• What can be done to make the evaluation credit more valuable or useful for 

economic benefits outside of equity ownership?

• What kind of information or documentation should be provided in exchange for the 

non-equity benefit credit?

• What ideas do you have to encourage or support multiple First Nations benefitting 

from a single project? 

Targeted Improvements to the Economic 
Participation Model
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First Nations Consultation

Why is consultation 

required?

BC Hydro has a duty to consult First Nations if the decision to enter an 

Electricity Purchase Agreement (EPA) impacts rights, title and treaties.

BC Hydro delegates the procedural aspects of consultation to 

proponents.

What Proponents must 

do:

Proponents must consult with all First Nations who are potentially 

impacted by the Project. Proponents should be aware of any agreements 

between the Province and First Nations which could impact consultation 

and future land use decisions.

What BC Hydro will do:
BC Hydro will assess proponent consultation records to see if consultation 

(as performed by the proponent) is adequate—given the stage of 

development of the project—to make a decision to award an EPA.

What BC Hydro won’t do:
BC Hydro will not assess determinations made by other Crown agencies 

(i.e., through permitting process).
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• Seeking to acquire up to 5,000 GWh per year

• Clean or renewable energy projects located in B.C.

• Interconnected to BC Hydro’s integrated system – projects that are interconnected 

to other utilities are not eligible

• Projects in service by October 1, 2033

• Minimum project size 40 MW (no maximum)

• First Nations equity ownership requirement of ≥ 25%

• Competitive Electricity Acquisition Process Interconnection Request (CEAP IR)

2025 Call parameters

Largely based on 2024 Call for Power design
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Conformity and conflict review

Eligibility requirements

Risk Assessment

First Nations Consultation Adequacy Assessment

Quantitative Evaluation [next slide]

Proposal Evaluation

Proposal Evaluation Process
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Proposal Evaluation

Quantitative Evaluation: Bid Price Adjustors for Evaluation

Adjustment Directionality

Network Upgrade Costs Adder

Capacity Commitment Credit

First Nations Equity Benefit 

(i.e. equity ownership between 26-51%)

Credit

First Nations Support Letter (for non-equity benefits) Credit

Resource Integration Cost Adder

Cost of Incremental Firm Transmission Adder / Credit / Neutral

Transmission Line Losses Adder / Credit
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Call for Power RFP is a 

competitive energy procurement 

process, which may result in 

Electricity Purchase Agreements 

(EPAs) between BC Hydro and a 

power generator.

Call for Power Vs. Interconnection Process

Interconnection Process refers to the 

process to connect generation to the grid. 

BC Hydro follows the Competitive 

Electricity Acquisition Process (CEAP) 

under Open Access Transmission Tariff 

(OATT) to support the Call for Power.

The RFP process and the CEAP will be implemented in parallel to ensure a 

competitive energy procurement process

The Call for Power and the interconnection process are distinct processes.
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BC Hydro will host CEAP workshops on June 

20th and 26th, 2025 to review the following:

1. CEAP process

2. SGIP that will follow CEAP

3. CEAP & SGIP Submission forms & 

agreements

4. Indirect Interconnections

5. Technical Interconnection Requirements 

Q&A

CEAP Workshop, Key Dates, & Contact Info

BCH Begins Accepting Pre-

Submission of CEAP IRs
July 16, 2025

Pre-Submission of CEAP IR 

Deadline

Sept. 2, 2025 at 

17:00 Pacific Time

CEAP IR Submission
Oct. 2, 2025 at 

17:00 Pacific Time

Feasibility Study Report Delivered
Mid-Late Nov. 

2025

Selection of Successful Participants Early 2026

Key CEAP DatesCEAP Workshop

For all questions regarding this CEAP, email CEAP2025@BCHydro.com

More information will be available by mid-June at Competitive Electricity Acquisition Processes (CEAP).
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https://app.bchydro.com/accounts-billing/electrical-connections/transmission-generator-interconnections/request-ceap.html


Draft 2025 Call for Power timeline
TOPIC DATE

Government announcement May 5, 2025

First Nations + independent power producer information 

sessions (full day)

May 27 and June 3

First Nations only information sessions (half day) May 29 and June 5

Feedback on RFP closes June 20, 2025

Call for Power Request for Proposals and Specimen EPA 

issued

July 16, 2025

CEAP Interconnection Request Pre-Submission deadline September 2, 2025 17:00 PT

RFP registration September 12, 2025

CEAP Interconnection Request Submission deadline October 2, 2025 17:00 PT

RFP closing date December 1, 2025 11:00 PT

Award electricity purchase agreements Early 2026
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Questions?

FirstNationsCleanEnergy@bchydro.com 

mailto:FirstNationsCleanEnergy@bchydro.com
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