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Energy Solutions Inc.
Phone: (306) 566-3311
2025 Victoria Avenue
Fax: (306) 566-3364

Regina, Saskatchewan
Email: dslade@northpointenergy.com

Canada  S4P 0S1

November 12, 2009
Brenda Ambrosi
British Columbia Transmission Corporation

Suite 1100, Four Bentall Centre

1055 Dunsmuir Street

P.O. Box 49260

Vancouver, BC V7X 1V5
Dear Ms. Ambrosi
NorthPoint would like to make the following comments pertaining to the MOD Project Information Session.  Our comments are arranged according to the slide numbers of the presentation.

ST Pre-emption & Competition 

· Slide 17 - 
NorthPoint would prefer to see a 6 AM start time for any competitions.  The reason for not supporting an earlier start time is because it is unreasonable to expect real time staff to know the processes and make decisions regarding transmission that may not be in the realm of their normal work duties.  Also there may be some companies that do not even have 24 hour desks.

· Slide 19 – 
NorthPoint supports the timelines in BP Section 6 and also supports the unmasking of matching requests.

· Slide 19 – 
NorthPoint does not agree with being allowed to submit only one match.  A Transmission Customer should be allowed to re-submit a match if the first one is invalid as long as it is submitted within the timeline allotted.

Release of Unscheduled Firm

· Slide 24 - 
NorthPoint supports a timeline for release of unscheduled Firm that aligns with the adjacent markets, depending on the direction of the path.  IE: for exports to Alberta the release time should be something greater than 2 hours, to align with the Alberta market.
SuperBlanket and Blanket

· Slide 28
NorthPoint agrees with BCTC proposal to phase out this functionality as it had very limited application and in some cases caused more curtailments.
Curtailment Process

· Slide 32 
NorthPoint agrees with using SOL as the determining factor for curtailment levels.
· Slide 34
NorthPoint supports matching energy schedules to SOL and reallocating unused capacity.
· Slide 35
NorthPoint supports the option of having PSE supply a relative priority on their tags.
· Slide 38
NorthPoint strongly opposes the take or pay concept that BCTC proposes.  Even though BCTC constraints account for a small percentage of the curtailments, it is unreasonable to expect a customer to pay for service that they do not receive.  There is also a possibility that curtailment levels in BCTC could increase significantly in a situation where an event causes a forced outage of a line for a long period of time.  This is especially true in the case of the Alberta tie line where a single contingency in BC could cause the ATC to be reduced to zero with no alternate path as a backup.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and please call if you have any questions

Yours truly,

Dennis Slade
Transmission Strategist
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